
<Date>

<Name of Senator or Representative>
<Address>

Dear <Senator Reed> <Senator Whitehouse><Congressman Cicilline><Congressman Langevin>:

I am writing to you on behalf of thousands of Rhode Island families facing economic hardship.  The economic recession and slow recovery have left many of our neighbors without the resources to afford adequate food.  We cannot let them go hungry.  

I am deeply concerned that Congress reduced funding for the Emergency Food and Shelter Program in April 2011.  Federal grants to food pantries, soup kitchens and shelters in Rhode Island decreased by 40 percent.  I am also distressed that Congress is considering cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), which has become the primary source of meals for low-income families in Rhode Island.

I urge you to restore funding for Emergency Food and Shelter grants and to oppose any proposals that would weaken SNAP or reduce already inadequate SNAP benefit levels.

This is not the time to weaken our nation’s nutrition safety net.  Instead, we should strive to help everyone in need.  I hope that you will do your part.              

Very truly yours,



<Your Signature>
<Your Name>
<Your Address>
            

